
to renowned chef, author, and restaurateur Robert St. John.
The 63rd Annual Event will be Thursday, October 30 at the
Coahoma County Expo Center.  A reception will begin at
6:00 p.m., with dinner to follow immediately at 6:30 p.m.
For the last 20 years, St. John has served as executive chef,
president, and CEO of the Purple Parrot Café, the Crescent
City Grill, and the Mahogany Bar in Hattiesburg and
Meridian.  One of the nation’s only food/humor columnists,
St. John began self-syndicating his weekly newspaper column
six years ago and quickly amassed a loyal and fanatical
readership. He has been called a “Jeff Foxworthy-style chef
with an opinion on all things culinary.”  Everyone from Time
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Robert St. John is set to stir up some good old
southern style humor at this year’s event.

he Chamber and Industrial Foundation Banquet will
showcase a new flair this year and stir up something
fresh and new.  The Chamber Banquet will play host
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community.  Tickets for the event are now on sale for $25 per person for
Chamber members and $30 for non-members.  Deadline for tickets is
October 24.  Make your reservations today and let’s get cooking!!

SPONSORS:

magazine— “St. John explores the roots of Southern hospitality with witty essays and quietly
sophisticated recipes” to National Public Radio— “The Mississippi restaurateur, food columnist, and
chef treats his subjects with humor and a lot of down-home conversation.” has chimed in on St. John.
A self-taught cook, St. John has been named the state’s top chef, by Mississippi Magazine in 2006 and
2007.  Additionally, the former Mississippi Restaurateur of the Year’s restaurant— The Purple Parrot
Café— was named the best fine dining restaurant in Mississippi in 2007.  The evening will feature
brief reports from the Chamber and Industrial Foundation, retiring directors will be honored, and the
“Citizen of the Year” Award will be presented.  The 4th Annual Small Business of the Year Award will
also be given out to a business selected from nominations made from within the

JOHN
SHERMAN

Attorney at Law



Holiday Festival Parade
This year’s event is scheduled for
Tuesday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m. in
downtown Clarksdale.  Entry forms will
soon be available.  The theme of this
year’s parade is “Songs of Christmas”.
Volunteers will be needed to assist  along
the route.  Any organization or individual
wishing to  enter a float, band, troop,
special entry, or character or wishing to
lend their assistance in any capacity
should contact  the Chamber at
627-7337.   All support is greatly
appreciated.

On Target

Make failure
your teacher,

not your
undertaker.

Zig Ziglar
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Youth Leadership Clarksdale is getting set to kick off its 16th year.    The
program works with sophomores and juniors from all local high schools.
Topics include leadership, communication, responsibility, team building,
the justice system, economic development, social issues, and arts and
culture.  The program is presented free to all participants and donations
are always needed to support the program. Contributions may be sent to:
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YOUTH  LEADERSHIP

 Youth Leadership Clarksdale
P. O. Box 160

Clarksdale, MS  38614

All contributions are greatly appreciated!  For additional
information, contact Tana Vassel at 627-7337.
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Youth Leadership Clarksdale Underway

The Chamber of Commerce is always seeking businesses
to host Business After Hours/Open House events for
fellow Chamber members.  If you are interested, please let
us know.  Take advantage of this opportunity to showcase
your business, make contacts, and have fun in the process.
Call  627-7337 to schedule a date.

Welcome

New Members

Thank you for becoming a part of the Chamber of
Commerce.  Your input is very valuable to us.

• Land Bank of North MS
• Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
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Let’s Support Our Schools
The Adopt-a-School Program has been
taken over by new leadership but the
program will keep going strong.  Fifty-
six sponsors participated in the 2007 -
2008 school year.  All 24 elementary,
middle, and high schools were adopted.
Now is the time to focus on the 2008 -
2009 school year.  The money donated
through the Adopt-a-School Program
helps our schools purchase much-needed
equipment, supplies, books, etc. that are
not included in their budgets.  Many
teachers spend some of their own
meager salaries providing supplies needed
by their students.  Otherwise, these
children would have to do without.  This
year, there are 3 categories of Adopters:
Star Adopter ($800); Adopter ($400);
and Co-Adopter ($200).  This covers the
entire school year.  Please consider      com-
mitting to this worthwhile program.  We
all need to  invest in our schools.  It is an
investment in our future!  Please       con-
tact the Chamber office at 627-7337 or
P. O. Box 160, Clarksdale.  Thanks so
much!!
Martha Harthcock  & Dr. Wilma Wade

Adopt-a-School Chairpersons

The Chamber Education Committee is
also collecting Box Tops, which are worth
$.10 to local schools.  Contributions of
Box Tops and ink cartridges, which can
be recycled for cash, may be made at the
Chamber of Commerce as well.  We want
to do all we can to help our schools.

WHY Support the Chamber?
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for being a Chamber member and encourage
you to renew your membership at the appropriate
time.  It is an investment in your community’s
future progress.  The Chamber works hard to make
strides in education, transportation, legislation,
agriculture, recreation, and so much more.  We
constantly seek out new opportunities to involve
more sectors of our community in community events
and special projects.  We work to support and grow
our local businesses and industries.  We couldn’t do
these many things without your continued support
and encouragement, as well as your volunteer
service.  We are always open to your suggestions and
ideas.  This is, after all, YOUR Chamber of
Commerce.  Please let us know what we can do for
you.  How can the Chamber be of service to you in
your business or organization?  We are here to serve
our community.  Let us hear from you!!



The Chamber of Commerce has been very active lately through
several of its committees.  The foundation of the Chamber of
Commerce is, and always has been, its members.  The volunteer
service provided by our members helps this organization stay active
and to make a positive impact on this community.  The following
committees have been busy at work:
Special Events/Festivals - This committee currently has two projects
underway: 1) Walk of Fame - To encourage more visitors in the
downtown area, the Clarksdale Walk of Fame was begun.  Notables
from the Clarksdale/Coahoma County area are honored with
sidewalk plaques highlighting their significant contributions.   To date,
four plaques have been dedicated:  Sam Cooke and Early Wright
(sponsored by Coahoma County Board of Supervisors), Son House
(sponsored by Cat Head), and Tennessee Williams (sponsored by NW
MS Regional Medical Center).  Others scheduled soon are Dr. Aaron
Henry (to be sponsored by the Board of Supervisors) and John Clark
(to be sponsored by City of Clarksdale). 2) Crossroads Half-
Marathon - This event is scheduled for November 14, 2009.  The
event will also stress the importance of exercise for good health for
students by getting them involved through their physical education
classes all year long.  Volunteers and sponsors will be needed.
Membership Services/Recruitment - The Small Business of the Year
Award is now accepting nominations for this year.   Customer service
training and a health fair for members were also sponsored recently.
Membership Exchanges are held quarterly as a forum for our members.
This committee hopes to create a Young Professionals group for
persons 20 - 35 years of age.  The goal is to encourage more young
people to be involved in the inner workings of the Chamber and
Industrial Foundation.  Also, the Chamber will begin to recognize a
Member of the Month.  This is just another way to recognize our
members for the quality services they provide and the impact they
have on our community.
Beautification - This group is working with the MS Department of
Transportation and City of Clarksdale to beautify the entrances into
Clarksdale.  Initial drawings have been done with plans to plant and
beautify these areas and maintain them year-round.
Other committees of the Chamber & Industrial Foundation include
Agriculture, Community Unity, Education, Governmental Affairs,
Healthcare, Marketing, Transportation, and Workforce  Development.
Members are encouraged to become involved on at least one
committee to take advantage of all opportunities your membership
offers you. You have a voice and we want to hear it!  We need your
expertise and your service.  Bring those bright ideas to the table.  You
will get more out of your membership by getting involved.

  On Target

Industrial Foundation Report
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Spotlight
on

Changing of the Guard
October 1 brings new officers and directors for the Chamber of Commerce
and Industrial Foundation.  Chamber President Josephine Rhymes is
turning over her duties to incoming president John Sherman.  Josephine
has done a great job and looks forward to staying involved.  She began a
program of visiting member businesses for Chamber Board meetings and
worked to help revive a program of beautification for the city.  She has
been very active in the community and represented the Chamber well.
John is up to the challenge of his new position and looks forward to
working with the staff hand in hand.  He emphasizes that he is a bit more
“laid back” than Josephine but will do his best to keep pace with the
wonderful things she has accomplished.  Industrial Foundation President
Willis Frazer has directed a very busy year of existing industry programs,
industrial recruitment, and a business retention and expansion program.
As always, we need the support and assistance of our members!

Chamber Committees
in Action

       he Industrial Foundation economic development staff recently
attended a Site Selection Boot Camp sponsored by Entergy
Corporation.  The session dealt with responding to RFI (Requests
for Information) and working with prospects.  It was facilitated by
Jeff Waggoner, CSX Transportation, and Jennifer Tanner, Strategic
Growth Institute, both of whom are long-time private consultants
that have represented various major corporations in their site
selection process.  Some of their more salient points are that “Site
Selection” is a misconception and in reality is a sequential process
of area or site elimination.  It is a search for “Fatal Flaws”.  You are
only as strong as your weakest link, so, what are your community’s
weakest links?  They further point out that Economic Development
= Community Development.  All aspects of a community are
potentially relevant to the location and your weakest link will
eliminate you.  To be successful, you must be development ready
across the board.  They noted that Community
development creates a development ready
community and, ultimately, success is
economic development.  Major economic
development projects that are in play
today throughout the U.S. are guided in
many instances by consultants that
are in the “Site Elimination” business.
It is imperative that all our community
leaders be continually committed to
working together to achieve exceptional
community development.  •
Development of the first phase of the
Clarksdale/Coahoma County Airport’s
long-range development plan is well
underway.   New ramp and taxiway
improvements have been completed
on the east  side of the runway.  The
new area will be home to Bill Luckett’s
and Morgan Freeman’s new 9,000 sq. ft.
hangar, constructed by Wright Steel of
Clarksdale.  Owner Bob Wright said “This
may be just the first of several hangars that are
being considered for construction by private businesses in the newly-
developing area.”  Property at the airport is under the auspices of
the Clarksdale-Coahoma County Airport Commission, headed by
David Huggins, President.

You can tell
more about a

person by what
he says about

others than you
can by what
others say
about him.



Hambone Festival
Hambone Gallery - Downtown Clarksdale

Election Day

THANKSGIVING

Holiday Festival Parade
7:00 p.m., Downtown Clarksdale

CHRISTMAS

 On Target

Dates to Remember

P. O. Box 160
Clarksdale, MS  38614
662.627.7337 • 800.626.3764
www.clarksdale-ms.com
chamberofcommerce@clarksdale-ms.com
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Chamber & Industrial Foundation Staff

Ron Hudson
Executive Director

Kappi Allen
Tourism Manager

Tana Pittman Vassel
Economic Dev. Manager

Bluff City Shows Carnival
Coahoma County Expo Center

Airport Day, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Cat Head Mini Blues Fest/Pinetop Perkins Day

Chamber/I. F. Annual Banquet
Coahoma County Expo Center

HALLOWEEN

October

NEW YEAR’S DAY

Clarksdale Walk of Fame Dedication
Dedicated to Clarksdale founder John Clark
2:00 p.m.
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31

January

If you have an event that you would like to have listed on our
calendar of events, please contact us at least 3 weeks in
advance of publication.  On Target  is published quarterly.
Next publication date is January 2009.

December
2

25

If you have renewed your membership but do
not have your 2008 - 2009 membership sticker,
please let us know.  Duplicates are not sent to
multiple employees of any organization unless
with multiple offices.

Sherry Carraway
Secretary/Receptionist

November
1

4

27
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Showcasing Our Area to the World
Staff of the Coahoma County Tourism Commission recently participated in the
Presidential Debate activities in Oxford, MS.  The week-long event included Convention
and Visitors Bureaus from throughout the state and allowed communities to showcase
themselves to media and guests throughout the week.  Coahoma County participated and
showed well, impressing many a media representative and potential tourist. Mississippi
offered a Hospitality area to visitors to Oxford and to Oxford residents to educate and
invite them to experience more of our state.  Participants set up elaborate displays and gave
out information and small gifts.  Hundreds took advantage of the area.  Other nearby
communities to participate included DeSoto County, Cleveland, Tunica, and Greenville.
Along  with the Mississippi Development Authority/Division of Tourism, the sponsoring
communities hosted a reception for the media and other special guests.  These guests were
invited to take a stroll through the state by regions and were treated to the sights, sounds,
and tastes of the regions.  Peavey Guitar presented a special guitar to the University of
Mississippi to commemorate the historic Presidential Debate.
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Hambone Gallery, 111 E. Second,
will be host to a good old
hometown festival on Saturday,
November 1.  The 2nd Annual
Hambone Festival will have lots of
local music and true southern
hospitality.  This one-day event will
last all weekend, celebrating the
birthday of local blues artist Stan
Street, owner of Hambone.  With
good music, good people, and a
great location in downtown
Clarksdale, this is one festival you
need to mark your calendars for.

Music Galore in Downtown Clarksdale
The Pinetop Perkins and Cat Head Mini Blues
Festival will be held in downtown Clarksdale on
October 12 following the Arkansas Blues &
Heritage Festival in Helena, AR.  Cat Head
customarily holds 3 of these events each year--
others following the Juke Joint & Planters
Celebration in April and the Sunflower River
Blues & Gospel Festival in August.  These mini
blues events are met with excitement and
provide just the right finishing touch to cap off
the larger festivals.  For more information on
the upcoming event, contact Roger Stolle at Cat
Head at 624-5992 or go online at cathead.biz.

On the way to the debate, Presidential hopefuls Obama and
McCain stopped by the Chamber office to pass the time.  There,
they encountered one-time hopeful Sen. Hillary Clinton.  Just
goes to show that everyone eventually finds their way to
Clarksdale.

Mississippi put on a good
showing at the debate
activities and lived up to its
name as the Hospitality State.

Clarksdale’s booth,
highlighing the Crossroads,
the Blues, and everything else
unique about our area,
attracted many visitors and
gave us the opportunity to really shine.



CLARKSDALE/

COAHOMA COUNTY

SMALL BUSINESS OF THE

YEAR AWARD

Small business contributes
significantly to the vitality
of o ur community;
therefore, we wish to
acknowledge  a small
business in our community
with th e  Clarksdale/
Coahoma County Small
Business of the Year
Award.

Please help the Chamber
to recognize the Small
Business of the Year!

Businesses must meet or
exceed these criteria:

•  Is a Chamber member
•  Has been in business

for at least 3 years
•  Has at least one

employee other than
the owner and up to 50
employees

•  Community
Involvement

•  Quality Customer
Service

•  Innovative Business
Approaches

•  Business must be
located in Coahoma
County

•  Business must be
locally owned

PLEASE SUBMIT
ALL NOMINATIONS
(by October 20) TO:
Small Business Award
Chamber of Commerce
P. O. Box 160
Clarksdale, MS  38614

The Clarksdale /Coahoma County Chamber of Commerce announces the
4th Annual Small Business of the Year Award.  Three business finalists
will be chosen from all nominees.  One overall winner will be recognized
October 30, 2008 at the Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet.  Multiple
nominations are allowed.  All nominations are due at the Chamber of
Commerce by Monday, October 20, 2008.

Businesses must meet or exceed these criteria:
•  I s a member of the Clarksdale/Coahoma County Chamber of

Commerce
•  H as been in business for at least 3 years
•  H as at least one employee other than the owner and up to 50

employees
•  C ommunity Involvement
•  Q u ality Customer Service
•  I nnovative Business Approaches
•  B usiness must be located in Coahoma County
•  B usiness must be locally owned

NOMINEE:

Business Name: ______________________________________________
Owner(s): ___________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________  Fax: _________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________

Submitted by:

Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________  Fax: _________________________
Email: ______________________________________________________

DESCRIBE YOUR NOMINEE:
Please state briefly why you would like this business to be considered for
this award.
(Nominations must be at least 250 words and a maximum of 2 typed
pages.)

Please attach description on separate page (s).
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The Clarksdale/Coahoma County Chamber of Commerce announces the
4th Annual Small Business of the Year Award.  Three business finalists will
be chosen from all nominees.  One overall winner will be recognized
October 30, 2008 at the Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet.  Multiple
nominations are allowed.  All nominations are due at the Chamber of
Commerce by Monday, October 20, 2008.

Businesses must meet or exceed these criteria:
• Is a member of the Clarksdale/Coahoma County Chamber of Commerce
   (please visit www.clarksdale-ms.com for list of current members)
• Has been in business for at least 3 years
• Has at least one employee other than the owner and up to 50 employees
• Community Involvement
• Quality Customer Service
• Innovative Business Approaches
• Business must be located in Coahoma County
• Business must be locally owned

NOMINEE:

Business Name:  _______________________________________________
Owner(s): ____________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________  Fax: _________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________

Submitted by:

Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________  Fax: _________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________

DESCRIBE YOUR NOMINEE:
Please state briefly why you would like this business to be considered for this
award.
(Nominations must be at least 250 words and a maximum of 2 typed pages.)

Please attach description on separate page(s).

SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD NOMINATION


