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D
Jubilee Reaches Silver

The carnival conti nues to be
one of the bi ggest draws  for
Jubi lee  vi si tor s.  Mi ller
Spectacular Shows returns
thi s year wi th plenty of fun
rides for the young and “not
so young” alike.

Funk de Vi lle’s powerful vocals are hard to match. From Sly and the
Fami ly Stone, to D onna Summer, to Earth, Wi nd & Fi re, Funk de
Vi lle has a sound that can’t be beat.  D on’t mi ss them.
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April - June 2008

elta  Jubilee is getting ready to hit a milestone.
The 25th Annual Delta Jubilee is set for

June 6 - 7 in Clarksdale.  To commemorate such a grand
birthday,  Jubilee will feature several new offerings this
year.  There will, of course, be the standard arts and crafts,
5K run and walk, bicycle ride, basketball shootout, horse-
shoe pitching competition, frog jumping contest,
childrenÕs fishing rodeo, musical entertainment, step
show, and pet show.   This year will introduce the Jubilee
Idol, childrenÕs art show, baking contest, and a new type
of food competition.  For the first time since its
inception, Jubilee will not have a barbecue competition.
Instead, the public at large will get to vote on the Gumbo
Great.  Jubilee features many opportunities for families
to come out and enjoy the festivities together.  We want to
ensure that this community celebration is as family-
friendly as possible.  The Jubilee Idol contest will begin
atat the Friday at the Stage series.  Contestants will vie for slots on the
Jubilee stage.  The childrenÕs art contest will also begin in April and
winners will be awarded and displayed at Jubilee.  The winning
design may be used for the Jubilee t-shirt.  The Bake Off will feature
cakes and pies and winners will be determined in various
categories.  The gumbo competition will allow the public to select
the winner by taste samples.  WeÕre inviting anyone who thinks he/
she has something to brag about to prepare their best pot of gumbo
or best cake or pie and put it to the test.  Entry fees are $50 for
gumbo and $5 per dessert entry.  Scheduled to perform Friday night
is  Funk de Ville from Memphis, a 9-piece band with a 3- piece horn
section and a funky rhythm section that brings all your favorite 70s
songs to life.  SaturdayÕs band will soon be announced and
promises to be just as good.  Sponsor opportunities are still
available:  Gold Sponsors ($1,000 - $2,500); Silver Sponsors
($500 - 999); Bronze ($250 - 499); and Friends of Jubilee
($100 - 249).  Become a part of the Silver Jubilee today!

Volunteers are always needed for Del ta
Jubilee.  Chairpersons (and vacancies) are:
¥ Arts & Crafts   - Charlie & Brenda Keith
   and Tom & Cathy Phelps
¥ Basketball Shootout
¥ Beverage Sales - Janet Douglas
¥ Bicycle Ride - John Fiser
¥ ChildrenÕs Activities
¥ Entertainment - Georgianna Smith
¥ Fishing Rodeo
¥ 5K Run - Cindy Mitchell
¥ Food Competitions - Sue Griffin
¥ Frog Jumping Competition -
  Georgianna Smith
¥ Horseshoes - Jonathan Martin
¥ Jubilee Idol - Dianne Mitchell
¥ Merchandise - Josephine Rhymes
¥ Pet Show - Diane Hudson & Vida Townsend
¥ Soft Drink Sales
¥ Step Show - Gregory Neely
¥ Ticket Sales - Rotary Club
¥ Vendors - Doc BolmDelta Jubilee 2008



On Target

The 2008 Class of Youth Leadership Clarksdale
will hold graduation ceremonies on May 1 for
its 23 students.  This program works with high
school sophomores and juniors from all four
of t he local high schools.  Each of t he
participants is required to give a minimum of
30 hours of community service prior to
graduation.  This program is provided at no
cost  to the part icipat ing students and is
possible only through donations from local
businesses, civic groups, and individuals.  The
program is currently seeking addit ional funds
to continue the worthwhile efforts past these
14 years.  ÒWeÕd like to keep this program
going and also keep it open to all students,
regardless of socioeconomic status,Ó says
Tana P. Vassel, Program Coordinator.  ÒTo do
that, we need ongoing community support.
LetÕs give these youth something positive to
be involved in.  It  will ultimately benefit all
of us.Ó  For program information or to
become a sponsor for next yearÕs
Youth Leadership class, please
contact Vassel at the Chamber at
627-7337.  All help is appreciated!

Program Endures 15 Years
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New Marketing Efforts Complete
T he Industrial Foundation Marketing Committee recently closed out
a marketing matching grant with the Mississippi D evelopment
Authority.  T he 50/50 match grant allowed us to develop a new website
and a new industrial recruitment video.  Please check out both at
www.clarksdale-ms.com.  T he committee will apply for another grant
in April to conduct some direct mail marketing to consultants in the
Southern region of the U . S. and certain metropolitan areas.  Retail
developers are also an area we are considering target ing.  T he
committee has additional plans to market the community to viable
industrial prospects over the coming months.  Watch for new efforts
coming online.  D aniel Vassel serves as chair of the Marketing
Committee, which includes George Walker and Florine Miller as well.
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YOUTH  LEADERSHIP

DonÕt Trash That Cell PhoneDonÕt Trash That Cell PhoneDonÕt Trash That Cell PhoneDonÕt Trash That Cell PhoneDonÕt Trash That Cell Phone Pictured (1st row L to R): Kateria Evans, RaQuel
Shaw, Eva Ingram, Jaleesa Collins, Adrian Johnson,
Jessica Houston, Royshundria Anderson, Mary-Myers
Draper (2nd row L to R):  Tony Schnadelbach, Blake
Ellis, William Carter, Jalisa Brunt, Kyla Giles,
Angela Williams, Marcus Binion (3rd row L to R):
Christian Taylor, David Taylor, Cemillare Lester,
Jessica Williams, Tonya Harris, Steen Williams,
Jennie Butler, and SheKeia Ewings.

The Chamber Membership Services /
Recruitment Committee is conducting a
drive to collect old cell phones.  Through
a company known as ReCellular, old cell
phones can be refurbished and the cash
proceeds used to purchase calling cards
for service men and women serving
overseas.  This is a great opportunity to
do something wonderful for those people
putting their lives on the line for us as
American citizens.  The calling cards will
give some of them an opportunity to stay
in touch with family and friends while
they are away f rom home.  The
Chamber will be placing drop boxes at
several sites around Clarksdale to collect
the phones.  We are asking everyone who
has an old cell phone or knows someone
who does to drop them off in one of the
boxes.  Collection will begin April 1 and
boxes will be collected and packaged for
shipping by April 11.  Please support this
cause and help show our soldiers how
much we appreciate them and are
thinking about them.  If you have any
questions about drop-off locations or the
campaign itself, please call the Chamber
at 627-7337.

ItÕs nice to be
the best, but

not when being
the best brings
out the worst

in you.

Rodney
Dangerfield



T     he Industrial Foundation and Industrial Authority recently partnered
to bring officials of the Community Development Foundation of
Tupelo/Lee County to the community.  Shane Homan and Todd
Beadles of CDF met with over 75 local community leaders and shared
their story of the Toyota project that is all the
news in their area.  They told of the many
struggles their community had to overcome
to even become a contender for the
automotive plant.  The community laid
the groundwork for 5 years to make
themselves even a consideration for a
location.  They were even rejected by
other automotive plants in the process.
The one thing they cited repeatedly
was the remarkable cooperation
among their city and county governing
bodies and other community agencies
in making the project a reality.  The
presentation provided inspiration and
hope for our community in our desire to
attract Tier II and Tier III suppliers here.
There are many assets we have in our
community.  Likewise, there are many
areas that need to be addressed if we are
to be seriously considered a viable location.
One thing that has already come to fruition
from the presentation was the formation of a
Council of Governments.  The Industrial Foundation
will seek to help organize a regular monthly gathering of our local
City and County government officials  as a means of perpetuating a
spirit of unity, fellowship, mutual trust, and dialogue.  Different
businesses will be sought to sponsor the meals for the gatherings.
Other areas to be addressed include education, community
appearance, workforce development issues, and others.

  On Target

You can tell
more about a

person by what
he says about

others than what
others say
about him.
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Spotlight
on

Clarksdale Walk of Fame Industrial Foundation
 Report

in downtown Clarksdale.  T he committee, driven by the bright
idea of Supervisors Chris O verton and Paul Pearson, began
this process over a year ago and it has taken on a life of its
own.  T he goal in the beginning was to do something to
attract more people downtown.  T he community has shown a
strong interest in the effort and sponsors are stepping forward
to sponsor specific plaques.  H onorees include people with
national or international acclaim who have made a significant
impact on our community in the field of literature, music,
arts, history, sports, etc.  Some of those to be honored soon
include T ennessee W il l iams, T homas H arris, Marshal l
Bouldin, Muddy Waters, Earl Barron, Aaron H enry, and many
others.  Each bronze sidewalk plaque will be in the shape of
Mississippi with Coahoma County prominently outlined and
costs approximately $1,700 which includes installation.  A
marker for Sam Cooke will be unveiled Friday, April 4 in a
ceremony to begin at 2:00 p.m. at N ew Roxy T heatre on
Issaquena Ave.  We will have members of the Sam Cooke Fan
Club joining us for the event.  A panel discussion and musical
entertainment will follow the ceremony at the old Greyhound
Bus Station downtown.  We encourage the community to
come out and support the beginning of what we hope will be
a tremendous addition to ClarksdaleÕs cultural heritage and
tourist draw.  T he next unveiling will be held April 18 at Cat
H ead D elta Blues &  Folk Art and honor blues musician Son
H ouse.  Anyone interested in sponsoring a plaque or in
nominating someone to be honored should contact Tana Vassel
at the Chamber at 627-7337.

Gospel and blues singer Sam
Cooke, who already lef t a
lasting impressi on on
Clarksdale, wi l l  l eave an
impression of a different kind
as he becomes the first honoree
to be laid in bronze and
concrete on the Clarksdale
Walk of Fame April 4 .

The Chamber of Commerce is always seeking businesses to
host  Business Af ter Hours events for fel low Chamber
members.  If you are interested in hosting an event, please
let us know.  Take advantage of the opportunity to showcase
your business, make contacts, and have fun in the process.
Call 627-7337 to schedule.

T he Chamber Special Events
Committee is excited about
its upcoming first dedication

HAPPY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY ANNIVERSARYHAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Stephens-Adamson recently  reached a major milestone.  The
company, which produces conveyor idlers for the minin g
industry , has been  a vi tal  part of  our industrial  and
economic base for 50 years now and is still going strong.
The company  is gett ing set to in troduce a new robotic
welding machine to i ts production l ine, which should y ield
more than twice the output.  Accordin g to Bobby Cauthen,
Plant Manager, business is good and prospects look better.
We are proud to have SA call our community hom e.



Clarksdale Caravan Blues Fest
TheoÕs Rock Ôn Roll Museum/ Downtown

MOTHER’S DAY

Fridays at the Stage

MEMORIAL DAY

Friday at the Stage

Industry Education Day

Friday at the Stage

Ju n e
25th Annual Delta Jubilee
Coahoma County Expo at the Fairgrounds

FATHER’S DAY

6 - 7

15
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Ju l y
4

? ? ?
2

Chamber & I ndustrial Foundation Staff
Ron Hudson

Executive Director

Kappi  A l len
Tourism Manager

Sherry Carraway
Secretary/Receptionist

Tana Pi ttman Vassel
Economic Dev. Manager

M argaret Anne ÒPegÓ M eek
Administrative Assistant

9

9

Ma y

P. O. Box 160
Clarksdale, MS  38614
662.627.7337 ¥ 800.626.3764
www.clarksdale-ms.com
chamberofcommerce@clarksdale-ms.com

4

18

19

23

25

26

Apr i l
10

11

16, 23

26

30

Ma y ( con t .)

Chamber of Commerce Officers
Josephine Rhymes, President
Charl ie Kei th, Past President

John Sherman, President-Elect
Lesa Parks, Vice-President

Yvonne Stanford, Vice-President
M artha Harthcock, Treasurer

I ndustrial Foundation Officers
Wil l is Frazer, President

George Walker, Past President
M arvin Carraway, Vice-President

Charles Reid, Vice-President
Albert Bri tt, Vice-President
Tripp Hayes, Vice-President

Walk of Fame Dedication - Sam Cooke
New Roxy Theatre - 2:00 p.m.

Walk of Fame Dedication - Son House
Cat Head Delta Blues & Folk Art

Juke Joint & Planters Festival

Quarterly Membership Meeting
NW Regional Medical Center - 11:30 a.m.

Friday at the Stage

Relay for Life - Expo Center
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The 5th annual Juke Joint Festival and Planters Celebration will be
held in downtown Clarksdale Saturday, April 19, 2008.  The event
will feature childrenÕs activities, pig races, live music, vendors,
creative writin g contest, and much more.  Mark your calendars and
make sure to be a part of the fun.  For more information, check
out the website at www.jukejointfestival.com.  There will also be a
Cat Head Mini Blues Fest & Film Festival immediately following on

To schedule an
event at the Expo
Center or for more

information on
these events, call

Kappi Allen
at 627-7337.

The American Cancer SocietyÕs Relay for Life
event  has been tentat i vely scheduled for
Sat urday, Apri l  26 at  t he Fai rgrounds.
Clarksdale has been involved with this event
for several  years.  Relay i s an al l  ni ght ,
non-athletic, family-oriented team event that
celebrates cancer survivorship, teamwork,
health, and community.  Teams are formed to
ÒcompeteÓ to raise money for ACS.  To date, 12
teams have registered to part icipate in this
yearÕs event , but  more teams are welcome.
Luminarias may be purchased in someoneÕs
honor or memory for $5 each.  The goal for
this yearÕs event is $40,000.  Money raised is
to be used for research, t ransportat ion,and
other medical needs for cancer patients.  For
additional inf ormation or to register a team in
the event , contact  Dianne Mi tchel l  of  NW
Regional Medical Center at 624-3522.

Expo Calendar of  Events

Carnival
May 1 - 4

I f  you would l i ke t o add something t o t he
calendar of events for this newslet ter, please
cont act  us at  627-7337 i n advance of
publication.  N ext edition is July 2008.

Relay for Li fe
April 26

N. Del ta
Planning

Senior Day
May 30

M S Del ta
Church
Festival
May 17
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Sunday, April 20.

Wristbands are $10 each
and get you into all juke
joints, a ride on the shutt le
to and from each one and
to hot els, Fi lm Fest ival
admission, and a bus tour
of the blues and historic
district.  Wristbands on sale
at:
             Cat Head

Delta Blues & Folk Art
252 Delta Ave.

Clarksdale, MS  38614 662-624-5992 ¥ roger@cathead.biz
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Friday at
the Stage

Spring is here and itÕs time to go hang out down
by the stage.  Friday at the Stage provides the
perfect  opportunity to do just  that , with
music to boot.  T his Chamber endeavor has
been very well-received over the years.  T he
events feature local musicians in various forms
of music each Friday at the open air stage at
the D elta Blues Museum.  T hey give the
community an opportunity to come together
in good family fun.  D ates scheduled are:
April 25     Marshall D rew Band
May 9      Broken Trust
May 16      Bruce Brewer &  Friends
May 23      Mike Ellis &  the H ometown Band
May 30      T he Bobs

T he levels of sponsorship are:  $100 (banner
displayed 1 week); $250 (banner displayed 3
weeks); $500 or more (banner displayed each
week).  Sponsors to date include CableO ne,
First N ational Bank, Vance &  Teresa H ays,
C ovenant  Bank, N W  Regional  Medical
Center, Phelps Security Systems, SafT Cart,
Merkel &  Cocke, CB &  S Bank,  Ground Z ero
Blues Club, H al Fiser Agency, Fiser Insurance
Agency, C oahoma C ommuni t y C ol lege,
C larksdale D owntown D evelopment
Associat ion, Ell is &  H irsberg, D r. Andrea
Smith, Tri-State Termite &  Pest  C ontrol,
Standard Industrial Corp., and MAP.  T here
are always sponsor opportunities available.  Get
your blankets and lawn chairs unpacked and
get ready to have some fun down at the stage!
C ontact  Peg Meek at  627-7337 for more
information.

Member s Coming T oget herMember s Coming T oget herMember s Coming T oget herMember s Coming T oget herMember s Coming T oget her
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Delta B lues M useum

In an effort to be more attentive to the needs and voices
of its members, the Chamber will begin having quarterly
membership meetings.  The first gathering is scheduled
for Wednesday, April 23 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  The
event will be held at Northwest Regional Medical Center
and Mark Caton, NW CEO, will be the guest presenter.
The meeting will be an opportunity for members to gather
as a body more than just at the regular annual meeting
in the fall.  The meeting should provide members with a
forum to discuss Chamber projects, current and
proposed, and offer suggestions, compliments, even
constructive criticism.  It is also a wonderful networking
and bonding opportunity for members.  Seating at the
meeting will be limited so reservations will be required
and a deadline will be enforced.  We would love to be
able to accommodate all 300+ members and have you
all show up, but space and funds limit what we can do.
When you receive your personal invitation, weÕre asking
that you limit representation from your organization.  We
want to give as many different member organizations as
possible that want to attend the opportunity to do so.  As
we move the meetings around to various locations, space
and funds may change and allow us to accommodate
more participants.  Make sure to mark your calendar and
plan on being among the first to respond.  We value our
Chamber members and always want to know whatÕs on
your minds.  If you have any questions about this event
prior to receiving your personal invitation, please
contact the Chamber at 627-7337.

The Chamber/Industrial Foundation Education Committee
is busy at work trying to make a difference for our local
schools.  The Adopt-a-School Program is still going strong,
but adopters and co-adopters are always needed.  We are
also trying to encourage employers and their employees
to give of their time and expertise in the classroom on a
regular basis.  The committee has undertaken a drive to
collect Box Tops, those little coupons found inside or on
boxes of certain items like cereal, tissues, snack bars, etc.
They are worth $.10 per coupon to a particular school.
That could be tremendous for a school in need.  A school
supply drive is set for August 2 ,2008 and we hope to fill
up a school bus (or two) with supplies that can be
distributed to schools as needed.  We are trying to lend
our support and do what we can to help our schools as
much as we can.  PLEASE SUPPORT these efforts and
others for our local schools.  Our children are the future
of this community and definitely worth it.

Fi l l  Ôe
r  Up


