
Thi s project was made possi ble by the assi stance of the Coahoma County Board of Supervi sors, North
D elta Planni ng, Industri al Authori ty, and Mi ssi ssi ppi  D evelopment Authori ty.

Governor H aley Barbour took part i n Blue Cross/Blue Shi eldÕs Communi ty Walk
i n Clarksdale, i nvi t i ng the ent i re communi ty to pursue better health and
physi cal acti vi ty for a better future for ourselves and our future generati ons.

T he year 2007 has come and gone.  As we embark on another
year, we take a moment to look back on some of the sights

and sounds we remember most from another busy year at the Chamber
and Industrial Foundation.

Members of the Mi ssi ssi ppi
Mi racles of the ABA hosted
and parti ci pated i n the D elta
Jubi lee basketball shootout,
to the thri ll of young and old
ali ke.

!

!

!

“2007”What a Year it Was

Peggy Lunsford, a former
Clarksdal i an who recent l y
returned home to i nvest i n her
commun i t y, opened D el t a
Bel l es i n  downt own
Clarksdale.  The store currently
features l adi es and boys
apparel. The openi ng of the
store i s only one example of
the renewal and growth of
downtown Clarksdale.

D r. V i vi an  Presl ey i s
ÒspeechlessÓ as she accepts

Standard Industri al Corporati on announced
that i t wi ll be movi ng i nto the former Waterfi eld
Bui ldi ng i n Pharr Industri al Park.  The company
wi ll move from i ts current si te on H wy. 49 South.

More Photos from 2007 Page 2
Delta Jubilee Strikes Silver Page 2
Incubator Full House Page 3
Industrial Foundation Update Page 3
Calendar/Dates to Remember Page 4

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!!

!

the Ci ti zen of the Year Award
from Chamber di rector Ron
H udson at  the ChamberÕs
Annual Banquet at I sle of
Capri .
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Plans are being made now for the 2 5 th
Annual D elta Jubilee set for June 6 - 7
at the Coahoma County Expo Center
at the Fairgrounds.  T h is Silver
Anniversary celebration should be one
not to miss.  Jubilee will again feature
the local barbecue cooking competition.
O ther events will include the carnival,
arts and crafts, 5K run/walk, bicycle
ride, children’s fishing rodeo, musical
enter tainment, and much more.
Meetings are getting underway to
begin planning.  As always, Jubilee
relies on the kind support and assistance
of numerous volunteers and sponsors to
be successful.  Please be ready and
willing to offer your support again this
year as we prepare for D elta Jubilee
2 008 !  Call 62 7-7337 to volunteer your
time and energy or to become a
sponsor for this year’s event.
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On Target

Time and health
are two precious
assets that we
donÕt recognize
and appreciate
until they have
been depleted.

The Chamber  and
Industri al Foundtai on
par t i ci pat ed i n  the
GovernorÕs Job Fai r
NetworkÕs annual job
fai r locally, along wi th
the WI N Job Center,
CCC, and several other
sponsor i ng agenci es,
wi th great success.

Coahoma County and SafTCart were the reci pi ents of the
GovernorÕs  Award for Best Overall Communi ty Impact
for a County.  They made us all so proud.

!

!

!

The H ol i day Fest i val Parade
rounded off the year i n good
fashi on as Santa mounted hi s
slei gh and flew i nto town.

!

  More Scen
es

          
  from 2007...

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our members for supporting the
efforts of the Chamber of Commerce &
Industrial Foundation  for another year.
Without your continued support, many of
the events, programs, special projects, and
community service we sponsor would not be
possible.  You con tinue to show your
commitment to this community and faith
in the work we do by your investment in
this organization.  We want you to know how
special we think you are!

Thank You!

The 14th class of Youth Leadershi p Clarksdale graduated from the program, each
member havi ng completed 30 hours of communi ty servi ce.  Thi s program, presented
at no cost to the students, i s always i n need of donati ons.  All help i s appreci ated!

Welcome New MemberWelcome New MemberWelcome New MemberWelcome New MemberWelcome New Member
¥ Del ta Bel les

Thank you for becoming a part  of the Chamber  of
Commerce/I ndust r i al  Foundat i on.  Your i nput  i s
valuable to us.

Preparing for
Delta Jubilee 2008



       egional cooperation among economic development entities is
a key strategy in recruiting industry.  In
October the Mississippi Delta Developers
Association and the Southwest Mississippi
Partnership combined forces to display at
the annual Pack Expo in Las Vegas,
Nevada.  The Expo featured 1,200
companies offering packaging solutions,
container/material handling equipment,
and contract packaging solutions.
Exhibits at the show filled nearly one
million sq. ft. of exhibition space in the
facility and attracted over 20,000
visitors in 3 days.  The Mississippi
delegation marketed its location
attributes, “Mississippi West, Where
Resources Meet Results”.  Ron Hudson
and Supervisors Timothy Burrel and
Johnny Newson represented Coahoma
County.  Officials left the show with a
positive feeling.  Over a dozen good leads
were gained from visitors to our booth as
well as some that were obtained by our
delegation’s visits to other exhibitors.  The
key to getting results now is the follow-up, which the group has
organized.  All prospects are being contacted and requested
materials forwarded in hopes of cultivating some “on the ground
prospect visits”.  Burrel and Newson were both hopeful and
appreciated the opportunity to “participate in proactive efforts to
recruit industry to our area”.  The Mississippi West group has
already made arrangements to exhibit at next year’s show in

  On Target

It t akes 20 years
 to build a reputation
and five minutes to
ruin it.  If y ou think
about that, youÕll do

things differently.

R

Industrial Foundation Report
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I f  you would l ike to add
something to our calendar
of events, please contact us
at 627-7337 in advance of
publicat ion.  Next edit ion is
April 2008.

     T he Coahoma County Business D evelopment Center is proud to boast
of full capacity these days.  T his small business incubator, which is housed
in the rear of the Chamber of Commerce, has been in operation since 1992
and seen a number of tenants go through its doors since that time.   T he
incubator takes businesses from inception, through growth stages, until they
are mature enough to survive and thrive on their own. T he overall goal of
the incubator is to encourage and support small business development within
our general area.  T he concept of incubators has been around for many
years and they have proven successful in that they help new businesses
withstand the difficult early years of operation.  Statistics have shown that 4
out of 5 new businesses fail within the first 5 years of operation due to a
number of factors, including overhead costs and poor management skills.
Conversely, 4 out of 5 businesses located in incubators tend to survive the
early years.  Tenants in the facility receive certain shared services or
amenities included in monthly rent, such as rest rooms, reception area,
conference room and library access, and consultation.  O ther shared
services are provided on a fee basis, including secretarial, mail processing,
telephone answering, and janitorial.
     Current tenants in the facility include the following:
T he Printing Company is owned and operated by Rickie Branch.  T he
company does all types of commercial printing and is looking to expand its
operations soon to include the Batesville area.
Primerus D evelopment is owned and operated by Bubba O ’Keefe.  T he
company does residential and commercial development.
C  &  J Catering Plus Services is owned and operated by Cheryl
Washington Strong.  Strong is a graduate of Coahoma Community College
in H otel &  Restaurant M anagement.  Services include cakes, catering for
any size event, event planning, and lunch and dinner to go.
Sir MasterPro is owned and operated by Jim and N anette Roberts.  T he
company does fire and water restoration projects.  T hey currently serve the
Clarksdale and O xford markets.
T he Business D evelopment Center is managed by staff of the Chamber and
governed by an independent Board of D irectors consisting of representa-
tives of the Industrial Foundation, City of Clarksdale, Coahoma County
Board of Supervisors, and Coahoma Community College.  We are looking
to hear great things from our tenants and anticipate continued growth!

Spotlight
on

Coahoma County
Business Development Center

Check out our new
recruitment video at:
www.clarksdale-ms.com

Chicago, Illinois.



Apr i l

NEW YEARÕS DAY

Business After Hours/ CEO Reception
5:30 p.m., NW Regional Medical Center

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

ST. PATRICKÕS DAY

EASTER

Chamber Special Events Silent Auction
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Febr u a r y
1

14

18

1

17

21

St. Elizabeth School Draw Down
Coahoma County Expo at the Fairgrounds

VALENTINEÕS DAY

PRESIDENTSÕ DAY

Walk of Fame Dedication

Juke Joint Festival

Friday at the Stage

4, 18

19

25

This is YOUR Chamber of Commerce & Industrial Foundation.
ItÕs a brand new year and we want to know your ideas.  Please
share your thoughts with us.  We could not possibly do many of
the things we do without your kind support!

Chamber & Industrial Foundation Staff
Ron Hudson

Execut ive Di rector

Kappi  A l len
Tourism Manager

Sherry Carraway
Secretary/Recept ionist

Tana Pi ttman Vassel
Economic Dev. Manager

M argaret Anne ÒPegÓ M eek
Administ rat ive Assistant

Please le t  us k now  i f  you have not  yet  rec e ived
your  2008  - 2009  m em ber sh ip  s t i c k e r.   You
should aut om at ic a l l y  rec e ive i t  upon renew al  o f
your  m em bership.  Thank  you for  your  suppor t !

Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year
!!


