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T he year 2007 has come and gone. As we embark on another

year, we take a moment to look back on some of the sights
and sounds we remember most from another busy year at the Chamber
and Industrial Foundation.

Governor H aley Barbour took part in Blue Cross/Blue Stieldd Community Walk
in Clarksdale, inviting the entire community to pursue better health and
physical activity for a better future for ourselves and our future generations.

i Dr. Vivian Presley is
QpeechlessOas she accepts
the Qiti zen of the Year Award
from Chamber d rector Ron
Hudson at the Chamber3
Annual Banquet at Isle of
Capri.

Sandard Inaustrial Corporation announced —- %fg%saiftﬁefgfh%]ga
that it will be moving into the former Waterfield dparticipatedin theD elta
Buildingin Pharr Inaustrial Park. The company 1713,-7&, ;,Zf ball sh

will move fromitscurrent steon H wy. 49 South. to m:fh,,- // Oe;‘t young :,??g/tc'y
THhs project was made poss ble by the assstance of the Coahoma County Board of Supervisors, North alike

D élta Planning, Industrial Authority, and Missssppi D evelopment Authority. ]

Peggy Lunsford, a former
Clarksdalian who recently
returned hometoinvestin her |
community, opened D éelta |
Belles in downtown
Clarksaale. Thestorecurrently |
features ladies and boys
apparel. The opening of the
store is only one example of |4
the renewal and growth of &
downtown Clarksdale.
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On Target

The Holiday Festival Parade
rounded off the year in good
fashion as Santa mounted his
slegh and flew into town.

Coahoma County and SafTCart were the recipients of the
Governor@ Award for Best Overall Community Impact |
for a County. They maade us all so proud. ’

Timeand health
are two precious
assetsthat we
donOtecognize
and appreciate
until they have
beendepleted.

The Chamber and
Inaustrial Foundtaion
participated in the
Governor@ Job Fair
Network@ annual job
fair locally, along with
the WIN Job Center,
CCC, and several other
sponsoring agencies,
with great success.

i The 14th class of Youth Leadership Clarksdale graduated from the program, each
member having completed 30 hours of community service. This program, presented
at no cost to the students, is alwaysin need of donations. All help is appreciated!

Plans are being made now for the 25th
Annual D elta Jubilee set for June 6 - 7
at the Coahoma County Expo Center

at the Fairgrounds. T his Silver
Anniversary celebration should be one
not to miss. Jubilee will again feature
the local barbecue cooking competition.
O ther events will include the carnival,
arts and crafts, 5K run/walk, bicycle
ride, children’s fishing rodeo, musical
entertainment, and much more.
Meetings are getting underway to
begin planning. As always, Jubilee
relies on the kind support and assistance
of numerous volunteers and sponsors to
be successful. Please be ready and
willing to offer your support again this
year as we prepare for D elta Jubilee
2008! Call 62 7-7337 to volunteer your
time and energy or to become a
sponsor for this year’s event.

WdareNevMente
¥ Delta Belles

Thank you for becoming a part of the Chamber of
Commerce/Industrial Foundation. Your input is
valuableto us.

Thank You!

We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our members for supporting the
efforts of the Chamber of Commerce &
Industrial Foundation for another year.
Without your continued support, many of
the events, programs, special projects, and
community service we sponsor would not be
possible. You continue to show your
commitment to this community and faith
in the work we do by your investment in
this organization. We want you to know how
special we think you are!
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at 627-7337 in advance of
publication. Next editionis
April 2008.

CoahomaCounty
BusinessDevelopmentCenter

T he Coahoma County Business D evelopment Center is proud to boast
of full capacity these days. T his small business incubator, which is housed
in the rear of the Chamber of Commerce, has been in operation since 1992
and seen a number of tenants go through its doors since that time. T he
incubator takes businesses from inception, through growth stages, until they
are mature enough to survive and thrive on their own. T he overall goal of
the incubator is to encourage and support small business development within
our general area. The concept of incubators has been around for many
years and they have proven successful in that they help new businesses
withstand the difficult early years of operation. Statistics have shown that 4
out of 5 new businesses fail within the first 5 years of operation due to a
number of factors, including overhead costs and poor management skills.
Conversely, 4 out of 5 businesses located in incubators tend to survive the
early years. Tenants in the facility receive certain shared services or
amenities included in monthly rent, such as rest rooms, reception area,
conference room and library access, and consultation. O ther shared
services are provided on a fee basis, including secretarial, mail processing,
telephone answering, and janitorial.

Current tenants in the facility include the following:

T he Printing Company is owned and operated by Rickie Branch. T he
company does all types of commercial printing and is looking to expand its
operations soon to include the Batesville area.

Primerus D evelopment is owned and operated by Bubba O 'Keefe. Tt
company does residential and commercial development.

C & T Catering Plus Services is owned and operated by Cher:
Washington Strong. Strong is a graduate of Coahoma Community Colleg
in Hotel & Restaurant M anagement. Services include cakes, catering fc
any size event, event planning, and lunch and dinner to go.

Sir MasterPro is owned and operated by Jim and N anette Roberts. Tt
company does fire and water restoration projects. T hey currently serve tt
Clarksdale and O xford markets.

T he Business D evelopment Center is managed by staff of the Chamber an
governed by an independent Board of D irectors consisting of represent:
tives of the Industrial Foundation, City of Clarksdale, Coahoma County
Board of Supervisors, and Coahoma Community College. We are looking
to hear great things from our tenants and anticipate continued growth!

If you would like to add
something to our calendar
of events, pleasecontact us

Industrial Foundation Report

(% egional cooperation among economic development entities is
a key strategy in recruiting industry. In
October the Mississippi Delta Developers
Association and the Southwest Mississippi
Partnership combined forces to display at
the annual Pack Expo in Las Vegas,
Nevada. The Expo featured 1,200
companies offering packaging solutions,
container/material handling equipment,
and contract packaging solutions.
Exhibits at the show filled nearly one
million sq. ft. of exhibition space in the
facility and attracted over 20,000
visitors in 3 days. The Mississippi
delegation marketed its location
attributes, “Mississippi West, Where
Resources Meet Results”. Ron Hudson
and Supervisors Timothy Burrel and
Johnny Newson represented Coahoma
County. Officials left the show with a
positive feeling. Over a dozen good leads
were gained from visitors to our booth as
well as some that were obtained by our
delegation’s visits to other exhibitors. The
key to getting results now is the follow-up, which the group has
organized. All prospects are being contacted and requested
materials forwarded in hopes of cultivating some “on the ground
prospect visits”. Burrel and Newson were both hopeful and
appreciated the opportunity to “participate in proactive efforts to
recruit industry to our area”. The Mississippi West group has
already made arrangements to exhibit at next year’s show in
Chicago, lllinois.

It t akes 20 years
to build a reputation
and five minutes o
ruin it. Ify ou think
about that, youOll do

things differently.

rw Mert Rialis

MISSISsIPPI WEST



Datesto Remember

January

1 NEW YEARG DAY

17 Business After Hours/ CEO Reception
5:30 p.m., NW Regional Medical Center

21 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

February

1 . Elizabeth School Draw Down
Coahoma County Expo at the Fairgrounds

14 VALENTINE® DAY

18 PRESIDENTSCDAY

March

17 ST. PATRICK& DAY @

23 EASTER

27 -28 Chamber Special Events Silent Auction

April

4,18 Walk of Fame Dedication

e T
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19 Juke Joint Festival H—m‘a :':
25  Friday at the Stage é%l

Thisis YOURChambeof Comrarce & Industrial Fourdation.
1tOs brand newyearand wewart to knowyourideas Please
shae yourthoughs with us W& couldnot possiblydo many of
the things we @ without your kird support!

On Target

P. O. Box 160
Clarksdale, MS 38614
662.627.7337 ¥ 800.626.3764
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Ron Hudson
Executive Director

Tana Pittman Vassel
Economic Dev. Manager

Kappi Allen
Tourism Manager

M argaret Anne (PegOM eek
Administrative Assistant

Sherry Carraway
Secretary/Receptionist
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Please let us know if you have not yet received
your 2008 - 2009 membership sticker. You
should automatically receive it upon renewal of
your membership. Thank you for your support!
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